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Local runmer Matthew Reimer says that he
and his partner's latest business ventune wasa
product of “right place, right time.”

He could say “right race, right time.”

Reimer and partner Paul McRae started PRS
Hace Timing in March. The company is up and
running, hosting more than 15 races this year
since its launch.

"We we'd set up and do a few races
per year, but in fact we've had a much blsger
response than we Inltially thought we would,

Reimer said.

"It just kind ofall came ID?ﬂl‘!l andit’s
taken off — pardon the pun,” he added.

Now, the company hn found its niche by ca-
tering to smaller local races and area fundrais-
ers, dealing with sundry themes from firecrack-
ers (o beer.

“Tt was a natural progression. It just made
sense,” said McRae, a 40 year Jacksonville :en:l—

Perfect Timing

IPUBLISHED EACH SATURDAY

Runners cross thn finish line at the nger Fights Famlhr [Fun Run urwnla:d hl' PRS Race ﬂmlrlg and held

at the Jack ille Zoo and Gardens in August.
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the duo have fnllnd in lnunl running circles,
insi.nlnalhatl race thming compank.;(lje
1 touch out of
*When [ create an event, | try to put together

unigue lence for everyone. Whether it be
your 5K or your 10th marathon, you'll get a
personal experience,” McRae said, “Each indi-
vidual, regardless of how old or what their goal
times are, will feel ll.k.epnrr. of a family, almost
like part of a tribe.”

In September, PRS Race Timingsetupa
Nease High School band fundraising run in
Nocatee, aptly titled "Band on the Run” On Na-
tional Donut Day in June, PRS Race Timing put
iogether a relay race where all tenm members
had to eat four donuts and then run a mile with
their three-person teams.

This year, it organized a three-race serles at
Deerwood on Memorial Day, Fourth of July and
Labar Day where staff passed out fake deer-head
mounts for people who'd won their category.

“Women were trying to aveld winning them,”
Reimer acknowledged.

The company also recently timed a predic-
tion run for the Jax Stroller Strength group,
where runners were not allowed to wear a watch
and had to guess the time that it would take for
them to finish. Predicted times were entered
Into the software component and — upon
com of the race — the results were sorted
bywho came closest to their predicted time.
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t, running eight wl
he up for his first River Run. e
*“I'was trying to work some weight off and just

thought, I try running. Now, 104 races later,
T'm still ati1,” said Reimer, who's completed six
marathons, including three Donna races and a
Marine Corps Marathon in October.

Reimer and McRae met when Beimer enlisted
McRae, a New Zealand native and former UNF
grad assistant coach in track and cross-country,
to become his running coach.

“I saw him at some races, and [ decided a year
and a half ago that 1 wanted to get a little faster,”
said Reimer. “I had been running with him for
ubout nyaurwhm we decided to get this whole

g going.
About five years ago, McHae was working
in a running supply store where he fielded a
steady stream of requests for running conches.

See RACE Page 10




Race

From Page 1

McRae's PRS Running Club began in A tand has

&ﬂnkﬂymmmmmmmmﬁem
the First Coast could become a destination for run-

ners as a year-round venue for racing,

"1 fewel like Jacksonville is really turning into a major
running city. It seems like there's three to four events on
any given weekend. 1 think it has wonderful tial.”

Three years ago, Reimer started timing the "Running
of the Seahorses” on a volunteer basis at Seabreeze El-
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numbers written on PRS Race has
them to Indicaterace  saveral races for
ksomville Beach in the
T footraces  coming — all starting
require more is-  on the beach at the Seawalk
teation and tech- Pavillon Boardwalk — starting
thana Dec. 21 with the Patrors of the
huldlni:_stupmwh. Hearts 5K & 10K, the Running
gentsunp; aracethat  of the Seahorses 2.5K and 5K
o sponsored
organizes incl Beaches on Jan.
25, and the Fletcher Middle
clocks, n PA system, School Wave of Success
ﬂml% 5K sponsored by Lazzara
Tunners on March 8.
and mile markers — They are also working with
and the equipment the Servant
?ﬁlﬂﬂﬂmﬂnﬂl a Beaches group, to put
dollars in invest- together a 5K and 10K run in
Nocates on Feb. L For mare

information
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"'ﬂum‘sum'msml on the ground that are the size of

a big doormat, and P.at‘m:h chips o a runner’s shoes to

electronically deliver times.”

Reimer said that the technology is similar o technol-
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components trace ti a ,

wtlﬂ:mmamhmthﬂnhnel:jgl are doled out
emhnoeuﬂwnmmlhnlne e entire race,

Running is a family affair for the Reimers. Wife Kathy
Reimer teaches at Seabreeze and puts together a training
for while son Andrew, 14, o in track
e Fleches Middle Schpol. Mattew Relmios roatinely
:?dmhl.ndm.lhmrhrldnﬂnsmmckm,

charge.
“We're kind of all invalved,” he said.
Kathy runs every race with PRS Race Timing, and
shows up hours prior to a race in order to register run-

ners,
“She'll be sig upthzlnutpmn,ltnnuhﬂidlrlln
n!.z running,” Reimer said.

the starting line a
PRS Race Timing llaffs'h:m about three hours

gether, Reimer estimates that a race is a start-to-finish

"']l'ldaﬂniml ]'m‘nvnr&lt::nd " Relmer said. “Our
Isto .’..m— o muened]?::]
for them. When they leave, [wewuﬂthermnmlnd
wn]hunm]lnmu g to
and run with us a

Pmmsll.rttnﬁ.nhh,[.i nneiubumlﬂ.l-
month process that involves Km]
shirts and medals, even p thed water en
masse.

“Everybody wants to do it on the beach, but
about is high tide in the Mmer
rds, it takes l]mmhnml.t-mtdnym
gamllnfrhesandcﬂ'rhnqnlpnm

According to McRae, the most aspects of
race planning is Mnfmm-amm
nmmrulgnupl.nlhe ast 10 before the race, while
advertising for the race can about two months

Pwmliw’l‘imln; roughly 10 valunteers are
needrdl‘otam race. Additionally, PRS a
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finish line, a low llplllumt gl
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synchronized to the runners’ bib numbers 1o the
front of their shirts. Results can be sorted by overall fin-
ish, by gender, by age groups and other options.

“We can group people by first-time racers, or if they
ure part of a corporate Iumn:utnolnrgmnp, pretty
much anything you can think of,” said Reimer.

"Il'uulltheg;urt lhulu:bodyw~ it gets a little
Reimer sal

.

-wracking,
Mmuandli:lluﬁ.msel-tngﬁhﬂll.ﬁmﬂum
with an awards ceremony, and strive to give every par-
child a medal.

he goal is 1o get everybody to come back und
fun Rekmersad. e






